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Norman Miller of Prince-
town, a retired Air National
Guard recruiter, read a newspa-
per article on the Echo Taps
Across America organization
looking for 650 buglers to line
up to play “Taps,” the national
song of remembrance played at
military funerals.

The request called for enough
buglers to echo “Taps” for 40
miles to and from Elmira. Mill-
er decided to join in. But at age
66, he didn’t have a bugle and
couldn’t even read musical
notes.

That was 14 years ago.
First, he found a cheap bugle

on eBay that cost $35. But when
he showed up for his first music
lesson, the instructor gave Mill-
er, a former Olympic bobsled
coach, bad news.

“The instructor told me it
wasn’t a musical instrument but
was something that would be
hung on an American Legion
post wall,” Miller recalled.

Miller purchased a good in-
strument, and after many les-
sons led by Mark Eiser, a retired
Schalmont High School teacher,
Miller had learned to play and
read music. The instructor then
told Miller “in order for me to
progress I had to purchase a
better instrument.” Eiser added
that the better trumpet would
likely cost $4,000.

But Eiser contacted a friend,
John J. Keal, who operated
John J. Keal Music Store in
Albany. Eiser was able to get
Keal to discount a top-of-the-
line instrument and lower the
cost to $3,500.

Miller completed the deal and
took the instrument home and
showed it to his wife, Marilyn.

“After she said she liked how

it looked, I asked her how she
would like to pay for it as a
Christmas present,” he said.
“She asked how much? When
she learned it cost $3,500, she
said OK — but it would be a
Christmas and birthday gift for
the next 10 years.”

For then on, Miller said, he
took more lessons and practiced
for at least an hour every day.
He did master the 24 notes of
“Taps” and was able to join
more than 850 volunteer bu-
glers to perform Echo Taps the
following July.

The buglers lined up. After
each one played just one note
the next one in line played a
note. That went on for 40 miles.
Afterward, school buses picked
up the buglers who assembled
in a field, and all played “Taps”
together.

“There was not a dry eye
anywhere,” the 81 year-old bu-
gler said.

After he mastered his trum-
pet well, he successfully audi-
tioned to perform with the
Clifton Park Orchestra and
Rotterdam Town Band. He also
joined the Gerald B. Solomon
Saratoga National Cemetery
Honor Guard Association in
Schuylerville as a bugler.

Every Wednesday he plays
“Amazing Grace” and “Taps”
during as many as eight military
funerals. Miller is one of two
buglers at the cemetery. The
other bugler is Ernie Belanger
of Gansevoort.

A taped version of “Taps” is
played at the majority of mil-
itary funerals. “A live bugler is
more meaningful for the de-
creased veterans’ families,”
Miller said. Teams of Honor
Guard volunteers perform mil-
itary funeral honor services for
honorably discharged veterans

and military personnel at the
national cemetery daily.

Miller is one of 125 veterans
who have volunteered to serve
as members of the Honor Guard
Association and Color Guard at
the national cemetery. Each
member is a veteran.

“Of the 125 members, be-
tween 80 and 100 are active
members,” said Art Dutcher of
Ballston Lake, Honor Guard
Association commander. “It’s an
older group of veterans, mostly
men and women retirees.
There’s a need for fill-ins when
a members get sick or vacation.”

Miller joined Dutcher, a Navy
veteran, in calling for more
volunteers to serve as members
of the Honor Guard Association.

“We welcome honorably
discharged veterans, men and
women, to join the Saratoga
National Cemetery Honor
Guard Association and Color
Guard,” said Dutcher. “Veterans
may participate in any aspect of
the military funeral honor ser-
vices. Rendering military funer-

al honors consists of three main
functions — the Flag Detail,
Bugler and the Rifle Detail. The
Honor Guard also joins directly
with all active duty branches
sharing in the ceremonial pro-
cedures.”

New members undergo a
two-week orientation that in-
cludes on-the-job training. New
members are trained in drill
and ceremony, firing rifle vol-
leys and flag-folding and are
also given uniforms. Each mem-
ber is assigned to a team and a
day.

“Saratoga National Cemetery
Honor Guard teams perform
honors every day the cemetery
is open,” said Scott Lamb, ceme-
tery director. “They do this with
the upmost honor and respect
each and every time they have
been asked. With their support,
they help provide final resting
places in national shrines, all
the while providing lasting trib-
utes that commemorate the
veteran’s service and sacrifice to
this great nation.”

As the cemetery director, he
said, he is honored to work
side-by-side with Honor Guard
members and couldn’t ask for a
better group of men and wom-
en.

“They easily perform as many
as 1,000 to 1,200” interments a
year,” he said. “Their dedication
to service doesn’t end there,” he
added. “They have supported
me in ceremonies, outreach
events, and public outreach at
the cemetery. They have an
amazing Color Guard and Rifle
Team, and perform a Flag Fold
presentation that moves you
each time they perform.”

For information regarding
becoming a member of the Hon-
or Guard, visit SNCHGA.org or
contact Art Dutcher at (518)
253-3203.

West Point trip
The Leatherstocking Honor

Flight Veterans Initiative, an
outgrowth of Leatherstocking
Honor Flight, is offering Purple
Heart recipients and Gold Star
Family members a free day trip
through the Hudson Valley on
Saturday.

The trip will include a tour
boat ride on the Hudson River,
plus a visit to the National Pur-
ple Heart Hall of Honor, Wash-
ington’s Headquarters and the
West Point Military Academy as
well as dinner at the Thayer
Hotel.

Honor Flight also is offering
breakfast and lunch as well as
transportation from Albany. For
information, call (518) 339-
2464.

▶ News of troops and units can
be sent to Duty Calls, Terry
Brown, Times Union, Box 15000,
Albany, NY 12212 or email
brownt@timesunion.com.

DUTY CALLS

Bugler leads call for vets to return to duty
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Norman Miller is one of two buglers at Saratoga National Cemetery.

By Terry Brown

Permissive referendums
can change the course of
projects. Bethlehem Repub-
licans, backed by concerned
business owners, forced a
vote on Bethlehem’s pro-
posed “road diet” for a
portion of Delaware Ave-
nue last year; residents
then voted down the ex-
penditure at the polls.

A public hearing on the
Coeymans Town Hall proj-
ect attracted little commu-
nity feedback; Rowzee
attributed it to voters feel-
ing chronically ignored.
Town officials, she alleged,
have made decisions in the
past without thoroughly
weighing the pros and cons,
behavior she said cemented
her decision to seek a Town
Board seat in November’s
general election.

“People stopped going to
public hearings because
they feel like they’re not

being heard,” Rowzee said,
“and this is a way for peo-
ple to have a say in what’s
happening.”

Supervisor George
McHugh couldn’t be imme-
diately reached for com-
ment on Sunday.

The Ravena News-Her-
ald first reported on the
forced vote.

“I wish more people had
come to the town meet-
ings,” McHugh told the
Ravena News-Herald. “We
had three public meetings
on this issue and no one
came, and we had two pub-
lic hearings on this issue
and only three people came
out and voiced an opinion.
I wish they had come out
and voiced their opinions
more, but nevertheless, this
is the democratic process
and I certainly support it.”

If the new Town Hall is
approved, the accessible
building would include
space for the town police
department, clerk and
assessor and building de-

partment offices on the
first floor. The second floor
would host the town court,
supervisor’s office and
human resources, accord-
ing to project materials.
Sixty-seven parking spaces
would be constructed.

The former building
would then be razed after
completion of the new
structure.

The project, while a
quiet one at public meet-
ings, has generated heated
discussion on social media.

“What’s Up Coeymans,” a
community watchdog
group, cited the creeping
price tag as a reason to
support putting the project
to voters, a question echoed
by commentators.

“Is this just so the offi-
cials can have a plush place
to hang their hats?” wrote
one. “It would be different
if it meant a DMV would be
there or something. But to
spend all that and just have
business as usual seems a
waste.”
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Purnomo family legacy honored
Congressman Paul Tonko, at lectern, makes remarks on Sunday prior to the unveiling Chef
Yono and Donna PurnomoWay, a block of Chapel Street in downtown Albany in front of the
Purnomos’ restaurants, Yono’s and dp: An American Brasserie. After 39 years of owning
restaurants in Albany, the Purnomos retired at the end of March 2022. Tonko, like Donna
Purnomo, grew up in Amsterdam. Behind Tonko, from left at rear, are Assembleywoman Pat
Fahy; restaurateurs Donna and Yono Purnomo; their daughter, Alexondra Purnomo;
Assemblyman John McDonald; the Purnomos’ son, Dominick, who now owns the restaurants,
holding one of his daughters, and Albany Mayor Kathy Sheehan. In front of Donna and Yono
Purnomo are two of their granddaughters. Formore, visit timesunion.com.

Sweet funnel cakes and brightly lit
rides return to the Albany, Schenecta-
dy and Greene counties’ Altamont Fair
on Tuesday. From when gates open to
how to save on tickets to fair high-
lights, here’s everything you need to
know to make planning a day at the
fair easy.

Practical stuff
When: Tuesday to Sunday
Hours: Tuesday: Open noon to 10 p.m.;
rides and carnival open at 2 p.m.

Wednesday and Thursday: Open 10
a.m. to 10 p.m.; rides and carnival open
at noon.

Friday and Saturday: Open 10 a.m.
to 11 p.m.; rides and carnival open at
noon.

Sunday: Open 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.;
rides and carnival open at noon.
Cost: $22 at the gate; $18, plus a small
fee online, if you order by midnight on
Monday. Paid admission includes
parking, entertainment and unlimited
rides. Tickets for children under 36
inches are free but don’t include un-
limited rides. Admission (unlimited
rides included) for seniors, grange
members and active military and vet-
erans with ID is free on Wednesday.
Parking: Once you hit Arlington
Street, keep an eye out for “Fair Park-
ing” signs directing drivers to the
parking lots. Parking is included with
your ticket.
In case of rain: The Altamont Fair is
open rain or shine, and rides will
continue operating as long as it’s safe.

About the fair
The Altamont Fair held at the Alta-

mont Fairgrounds is 129 years old —
but Albany County has hosted fairs for
203 years. The city of Albany held its
first one, the Agriculture Jubilee, in
1819 at Washington Park and the State
Capital.

The fair floated between Albany and
surrounding towns until a committee
was formed at an 1892 public meeting
to see if an annual fair in Altamont
was possible.

Spoiler alert: It was.
Altamont Fairgrounds hosted its

first fair in September 1893. Entry cost
25 cents for adults, and harness horse
racing was the main attraction. Sche-
nectady County joined in 1922, two
years before the fair’s first fireworks
show. The fair suspended operations
from 1942-43 because of World War II,
and Greene County joined in 1945. A
year later, the fair association was

officially renamed the Albany, Sche-
nectady and Greene County Fair Asso-
ciation, making Altamont Fair the first
(and only) three-county fair in New
York state.

5 can’t-miss attractions
The Zipper (and other rides). Paid
admission includes unlimited rides,
and Altamont Fair has gentle classics,
like the rainbow-lit Dream Wheel. But
it also has rides for those looking for a
little more excitement, like the iconic
Zipper. You’ll twirl, whirl and hopeful-
ly won’t hurl on this fair favorite. No
single riders are allowed on the Zip-
per, so grab one or two of your thrill-
seeking friends to join you. And don’t
worry, parents — if your little ones
don’t meet the 36-inch height mini-
mum on the midway rides, the fair has
a special Kiddie Playground with rides
just for them.
The food. Fair food hits differently. It’s
portable, nostalgic, delicious and usu-
ally a little messy. From Brett’s Fried
Funnel Cake’s twist on the deep-fried
classic to refreshing wine slushies
from Ashley Lynn Wineries, Altamont
Fair’s many food vendors have some-
thing to satisfy every craving. Bonus:
There’s a printable coupon sheet on-
line.
Demolition derby. The demolition
derby is a crowd favorite. Cheer on
crashing cars at 5 p.m. Sunday.
4-H Exhibit Hall. The Albany, Sche-
nectady and Greene Counties Cooper-
ative Extension 4-H Club programs
are back at the Altamont Fair in full
force. Enjoy a 4-H milkshake while
you watch 4-H’ers present personal
projects on goats, horses, woodwork-
ing, sewing, gardening, photography
and more.
Flower and Fine Arts exhibit. The
Flower and Fine Arts exhibit show-
cases local artwork, and fairgoers can
vote for the “People’s Choice” award.
But what makes this exhibit extra
special is the building, which was
constructed in 1896. Its architecture
has been preserved thanks to funding
from the Wright Family Foundation.

Upcoming fairs
Washington County Fair: Aug. 22-

28 in Greenwich
Dutchess County Fair: Aug. 23-28 in

Rhinebeck
New York State Fair: Aug. 24-Sept.

5 in Syracuse
Columbia County Fair: Aug. 31-Sept.

5 in Chatham
Schaghticoke Fair: Aug. 31-Sept. 5 in

Schaghticoke

Know the ins and outs
at theAltamont Fair
By Katherine Kiessling


